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In accor dan ce with your request for information concerning 
defectors to the Soviet-Sino-bloc nations, the following information 
is met forth: Classified fey 

_ * Deciassifv on: 0M)R ifrmw 

POLICY RE DEFECTORS: 







thi 



By memorandum dated February 28, 1964, a aeparate file 
captioned as above was opened in order to correlate into one file 
the identities of persons who defect to Soviet-bloc oountriea ana 
return to the U. S. Most pertinent indicia of disaffection would 
Be (1) renunciation of U. S. citizenship (2) seeking citizenship 
in a 8ino -So viet -bloc country (3) repudiation of or expressed 
for the U. S. or (4) extended residence in a Soviet-bloc co ^“ tr y 
of preference for the communist system. Prior to J’? 64 * 

the cases involving defectors were handled on an individual basis. 

When we receive information that an individual who was living 
in Soviet-bloc country returns to the U. S., we notify Secret Service 
and put that person on the Security Index unless there is a specific 
decision made at the Bureau not to include that name on th ® 

Index. Prior to the assassination of President Kennedy we did not 
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gpV MANY HAVE WE INVESTIGATED : 

Regarding defectors to Communist China, 21 American servicemen 
chose to remain there at the end of the Korean War. Of this number 
one died in China, 12 returned to the U. S. and the remaining numbe 
are still in Communist-bloc countries. We investigated each of the 
12 returnees and one was determined to be a Belgian citizen and he 
id home. We also have a pending investigation of 

a former member of the U. S. Amy who deserted and 

att e m p t**** TO get to Communist China. 
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mentally disturbed veteran of the Armed Forces; 

Robert Edward Webster, employee at American Exposition In Mosoow whc 
deserted his wife and married a Soviet citizen; 

> American citizen taken to Russia by his parents and 
H^emaTnecFthere to complete his education when his parents came 

home.) 

At the present time, we have under investigation 19 
individuals who have returned from various Bloc countries as 
follows : 

Czechoslovakia 2 
Poland 1 

East Germany 16 

POLICY REGARDING MILITARY PERSONNEL: 

The bulk of defections have been by members of the Armed 
Worces It is the responsibility of the individual services to 
investigate Jhese persons at the time of their defecti^ and whils 
they are still members of their respective services.When they 
discharged from their service, the military le .*?, U 

in orderthat appropriate investigation may be conducted by the 

Bureau. 
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